


DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED &UNALTERED KORIGINAL SITE 

-%OOD -RUINS A L T E R E D  -MOVED DATE 
-FAIR -UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Timberneck, s e t  near the  confluence of Timberneck Creek and the York River, i s  a 
large,frame house b u i l t  around 1800 and enlarged by the addit ion of a frame wing i n  t he  
mid-19th century. 

The main block is a two-story, three-bay s t ruc ture  l ighted by 919 sash on the f i r s :  
f loor  and 6/9 on the second. Some sashes are  old  and two c lose t  sashes a r e  or ig ina l .  The 
eas t  end of t he  main block has two or ig ina l  i n t e r i o r  chimneys, while the  west end has one 
r ebu i l t  ex te r ior  chimney.The gable roof is covered wlth asphalt shingles and trimmed with a 
modillion cornice. Similar sash and cornice a r e  employed on the mid-19th-century wing, 
which r e t a in s  louvred bl inds  on its second-floor f ron t  windows. A four- and five-course 
American-bond br ick  chimney serves t h i s  end of the  house.' Both f ron t  doors a r e  served by 
small, ea r ly  porches with pedimented and modillioned roofs, and the  whole i s  rovered with 
re la t ive ly  modern, undecorated weatherboards except f o r  a patch of ea r ly  beaded weather- 
boarding a t  the  center of t he  facade. 

The plan of Timberneck consis ts  of an entry i n  the southwest corner of the  f i r s t  
f loor ,  with a small room behind i t  and two la rger  rooms t o  the  eas t .  The addit ion has a 
s'inglc room and a s t a i r  passage. . ' ' ,  . .. 

Strong, late-Georgian decoration i s  used i n  the or ig ina l  section.  I n  the entry 
i t  consis ts  of raised-panel wainscoting with a s ing le  panel running the f u l l  length of 
each wall. The s t a i r  has a square, f lu ted  newel, molded diamond ba lus t e r s  and a closed 
s t r ing.  The f ron t  door has s i x  ra ised panels on the ex te r ior  and diagonal sheathing on 
the in t e r io r .  

The franc eas t  room r e t a i n s  i t s  or ig ina l  raised-panel wainscoting, but the  m n t e l  
was replaced, probably when the wing was added,by a Greek Revival mantel with p l a in  Doric 
colxmn~s. I n  t he  r ea r  (northeast) room, however, the or ig ina l  chimney b reas t  survives. 
This consis ts  of two horizontal  ra ised panels - the upper t a l l e r  than the  lower, over the  
fireplace.  These a r e  bracketed a t  the s ides  by double t i e r s  of narrow, v e r t i c a l  ra ised 
panels separated by a small sect ion of chair  r a i l ,  and-at the  top by a heavi ly  molded 
imsupported shelf .  A symmetrically molded chair  r a i l  encirc les  the  room. 

I n  the wing the passage has an open-string, plain-spandrel s t a i r  with an oval r a i l ,  
tapered newel,&& two rectangular balusters  t o  a tread. The doors and windows throughout 
t h i s  pa r t  hzve symmetrically molded t r i m  with p l a in  corner blocks. The most i n t e r e s t i ng  
feature of t h i s  room, however, is the  or ig ina l  end windows of the  main block which were 
not blocked, a s  was the usual p rac t ice ,  but l e f t  i n t a c t  with t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  louvred bl inds  
i n  place. These a r e  hung on tapered, button-strap hinges and have what appears t o  be an 
or ig ina l  coat of blue-grey paint  and twisted i ron  tieback hooks. The main room i n  t h i s  
block i s  very p la in  with only a f lu ted  Greek Doric mantel f o r  decoration. 

Two features  of t he  site a r e  of par t icu la r  i n t e r e s t .  The f ron t  yard is enclosed 
>y a i5th-century picket fence, a very r a r e  survival  of a oncrkeommon feature .  Northwest 
of the house is an or ig ina l  gable-roofed frame smokehouse. The roof has a deep overhang 
on a l l  four sides; the  door has an or ig ina l  lock and key. 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

The r e g i s t e r  bounds form a rough quadri la teral ,  with a wire fence forming the north 
and west s ides ,  'and the waterl ine forming the remainder of the  perimeter. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 
Timberneck is a broad peninsula bordered by Cedarbush, Poplar, and Timberneck creeks, 

2 1 1  t r i bu t a r i e s  of the York River. The property i s  s ign i f ican t  for  i t s  rambling, Post-Revo- 
Lutionary farmhouse which has s t r ik ing ,  well-preserved i n t e r i o r  appointments, including a f i n e  
stair  and much o r ig ina l  hardware. With i t s  ru ra l  s e t t i ng ,  ear ly  smokehouse, ra re  19th-century 
ricket fence, old t r e e s ,  and commanding view of the  York, Timberneck i s  a subs tan t ia l ly  
Indisturbed Tidewater plantation.  It is associated with the Cat le t t  and Mann famil ies ,  both 
rrominent i n  the  soc i a l  and p o l i t i c a l  his tory of Gloucester County. 

Timberneck was, i n  the 17th and 18th centuries,  the Mann family homestead. On the 
broperty a r e  two l a t e  17th- and one ear ly  18th-century tomb s labs  marking Mann family graves. 
hortly before 1793, John Cat le t t  of King William County purchased 600 acres  of land from Gov- 
rnor John Page of nearby Rosewell and added another 109 acres by 1797. John Page was a 
escendant of the Mann family. On the  109-acre parcel ,  sometime before h i s  death i n  1808, 
: a t l e t t  b u i l t  the f i r s t  portion of the present house. H i s  w i l l ,  recorded i n  1808 and copied 
n a family his tory i n  1918, named h i s  son, John W. C. Ca t le t t  (1803-1883) a s  h e i r  t o  "the 
lantat ion i n  which I now l ive ." l  (Few such ear ly  Gloucester w i l l s  e x i s t  a s  most of the 
ounty's antebellum records have been destroyed). A s  recorded i n  the land t a x  books, John W.C. 
: a t l e t t  added the large wing which comprises the remainder of the  h i s t o r i c  portion of the housc 
n 1856-58. Although the Ca t l e t t s  had come t o  Virginia i n  t he  17th century, s e t t l i n g  i n  what 
as t o  become Essex County, i t  i s  r ea l ly  with John W.C. Ca t le t t  t ha t  the  family gained po l i t i -  
a1 prominence i n  Gloucester. John F1.C. Ca t le t t  was a lawyer and a member of the S t a t e  Senatze. 
is second son and h e i r  to  Timberneck was Charles Ca t l e t t  (1845-1917), a county judge. 

Timberneck remains i n  the  Ca t l e t t  family. I 
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